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News Release 
 

Leverkusen, May 8, 2008 – Continued population growth, shrinking areas of land 
available for agriculture and changed eating habits – what effects will these global trends 
have on the agrarian economy of the future? And what consequences will they have for 
pig production and the work of livestock veterinarians? These and other questions will be 
tackled at the public satellite symposium of Bayer HealthCare’s Animal Health Division at 
the 20th World Congress of the International Pig Veterinary Society (IPVS), to be held 
from June 22 to 26, 2008, in Durban, South Africa. 
 
Dr. Manfred Kern, Head of International Business Relations at Bayer CropScience AG, 
will talk about global scenarios in the context of the world economy and population 
development over the next 20 years in a presentation on Tuesday, June 24, from 11:15 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Here is a summary of the main topics:  
 
- Global agriculture must increase by more than 60 percent by 2025 if it is to keep pace 

with population growth, urbanization, changed eating habits and the rising demand 
resulting from the increase of purchasing power.  

 
- More than 853 million people today are suffering from malnutrition or hunger, and their 

number is rising. More food will have to be produced worldwide in the next 30 years 
than in the entire preceding 10,000 years.  

 
- Current emerging markets such as China with approximately 1.4 billion consumers 

and India with some 1.3 billion consumers will switch from a predominantly plant-
based diet to a more animal-based one. Pro rata meat consumption in China will rise 

20th World Congress of the International Pig Veterinary Society in Durban, South Africa: 
 
Global food economy trends and  
their significance for pig production 
 
Bayer Satellite Symposium with Dr. Manfred Kern  



 

- 2/3 - 

from about 40 kilograms at present to 60 kilograms by 2020. In India, pro rata 
consumption will triple from two kilograms at present to six kilograms in 2020. 

 
- At present about 30 to 40 percent of the available agricultural land is used for growing 

cereals for the production of basic foodstuffs, and the rest is used for the production of 
animal feed. This will change drastically by 2025: about eight to 12 percent of the land 
available worldwide will be required solely for the production of food for pets (dogs and 
cats), 20 to 30 percent will be used for renewable raw materials, about 30 percent for 
basic human foodstuffs and the remaining land for the production of livestock feed.  

 
- Global agriculture, thanks to its resources and technical possibilities, has the quality to 

meet the multifaceted national, regional and global challenges in sustained fashion.  
 
Bayer HealthCare’s Animal Health Division is a sponsor of the 20th World Congress of the 
International Pig Veterinary Society (IPVS). Participants can attend numerous specialist 
lectures and presentations to receive sound information about the current situation and 
future developments in the various areas of pig health.  
 
Profile 
Dr. Manfred Kern (married, two daughters) studied zoology, physiology, biochemistry, 
microbiology and genetics at Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz. He was appointed 
Head of International Business Relations at Bayer CropScience AG in 2005. In addition to 
his work in editorial boards for various international journals, Dr. Kern also sits on the 
advisory committees for various international congresses and conferences and is active in 
committee work for various research organizations in the field of agriculture. He has held 
more than 700 lectures on the following topics: safeguarding the global food supply, 
innovation in crop protection, cereal and food production, soil, water, climate, bioethics, 
renewable energy, nanotechnology and biotechnology. In addition to numerous awards in 
the field of sustainable agriculture, Dr. Kern was awarded the title of “Eminent Person” by 
the UNCCD (United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification) in 2007. 
 
About Bayer HealthCare: 
Bayer HealthCare, a subsidiary of Bayer AG, is one of the world’s leading innovative 
companies in the health care and medical products industry. The company combines the 
activities of the Animal Health, Consumer Care, Diabetes Care, and Pharmaceuticals 
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divisions. Bayer HealthCare’s aim is to discover, develop, manufacture and market 
products that will improve human and animal health worldwide.  
 
With sales of €956 million (2007), the Animal Health Division is one of the world’s leading 
manufacturers of veterinary drugs. The division produces and markets approximately 100 
different animal health and care products worldwide for livestock and companion animals. 
Important Food Animal Products are Baytril®, Baycox® and Catosal®. 
 
 
Contact: 
Kerstin Nacken, Tel.: +49 (0)2173-38 4019 
E-mail: kerstin.nacken@bayerhealthcare.com  
 
Just a click away – our press service with images and texts online: 
www.viva.vita.bayerhealthcare.com 
 
ken (2008) 
 
Forward-Looking Statements 
This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer 
Group management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material 
differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the 
estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in our annual and interim reports to the Frankfurt Stock 
Exchange and in our reports filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (including our Form 20-F). The 
company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future 
events or developments.  


