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Monheim, July 21, 2009 – Bayer CropScience is expanding its global research and 

development activities in seeds and traits to include a focus on cereals. In support of this 

expansion, the company recently formalised a long-term alliance with the Commonwealth 

Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia’s national research 

organization, which is one of the world’s leading institutions in the development of new 

wheat varieties.  

 

The agreement establishes a far-reaching joint research and development program 

between CSIRO and Bayer CropScience, aimed at improving the productivity and 

sustainability of cereal production utilizing modern techniques. The cooperation will 

broaden the strong research and development basis of Bayer CropScience’s seeds and 

traits business, which is currently focused on cotton, canola, rice and vegetables. The 

company also offers innovative trait solutions for the soybean and corn seed industry.  

 

Bayer CropScience has a global market leadership position in crop protection solutions 

for cereals that combat plant diseases, pests and weeds, and regulate plant growth. The 

company now intends to further complete its portfolio by developing improved plant 

characteristics for wheat. With about 25% of the global agricultural land under wheat 

cultivation, it is the largest cereal crop in terms of acreage and one of the world’s most 

important staple foods.  

 

Both parties will set up a number of research and development projects in the area of 

traits and their introgression into cereal germplasm, the goal being to develop cereal 

varieties with higher yield, more efficient nutrient utilization and tolerance against abiotic 

stress such as drought. One of the initial projects of this collaboration is dedicated to the 
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development of wheat lines with improved yield potential and stress tolerance, while 

another focuses on wheat lines with improved utilization of phosphorus. These and other 

research projects are expected to result in new varieties available to farmers from 2015 

onwards.  

 

Financial terms of the agreement were not disclosed. 

 

Aiming to ensure rapid delivery of superior solutions for wheat farmers 

 

“Australia and the world at large are facing a number of challenges affecting food security 

and supply such as changing climate, the decline of mineral resources used for fertiliser 

and the need to increase crop yields to feed an ever increasing world population,” said  

Dr. Jeremy Burdon, CSIRO’s Plant Industry Chief. He stressed: “We will focus on the 

specific wheat problems farmers are facing today and conduct targeted research to solve 

those problems. By doing so, we will ensure more rapid delivery of solutions to wheat 

farmers.” 

 

“Extending our trait research activities to cereals is fully in line with our commitment to 

deliver solutions for agricultural sustainability and to help tackle the issues of global food 

security. We look forward to working together with CSIRO in this area. Together we will 

create one of the leading research and development platforms in cereals wordwide”, said 

Dr. Joachim Schneider, Head of the BioScience Business Unit at Bayer CropScience. He 

added: “Drawing on our strength in carbohydrate research and our existing wheat 

portfolio, Bayer CropScience aims to become the partner of choice to the wheat industry 

and will offer superior technology solutions to improved cereal productivity moving 

forward.” 

 

The new program follows on from an existing collaboration between the two 

organisations, which has led to a number of successful research discoveries including 

improved fibre quality in cotton, and CSIRO’s pioneering gene silencing technology. The 

business with seeds and traits is of growing importance for Bayer CropScience. The 

company plans to invest some EUR 750 million in the development of new solutions in its 

seeds and traits business from 2008 to 2012. 
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About Bayer CropScience 

Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health care, nutrition 

and high-tech materials. Bayer CropScience AG, a subsidiary of Bayer AG with annual 

sales of about EUR 6.4 billion (2008), is one of the world’s leading innovative crop 

science companies in the areas of crop protection, non-agricultural pest control, seeds 

and plant biotechnology. The company offers an outstanding range of products and 

extensive service backup for modern, sustainable agriculture and for non-agricultural 

applications. Bayer CropScience has a global workforce of more than 18,000 and is 

represented in more than 120 countries. This and further news is available at: 

www.press.bayercropscience.com 

 

About CSIRO 

CSIRO is Australia's national science agency and one of the largest and most diverse 

scientific research organisations in the world. Their role is to deliver great science and 

innovative solutions for industry, society and the environment. They work on new ways 

to improve quality of life, as well as the economic and social performance of a number of 

industry sectors through research and development. Established in 1926, CSIRO is the 

single largest employer of scientists in Australia, with more than 6,500 people 

conducting and assisting with scientific research at 57 sites in Australia and around the 

world. Find out more at: www.csiro.au 

 

Contact: 

Richard Breum phone: +49 2173 38-3270 

E-mail: richard.breum@bayercropscience.com 

 

Find more information at www.bayercropscience.com. 
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Forward-Looking Statements  
 
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer 
Group or subgroup management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to 
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company 
and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on 
the Bayer website at www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking 
statements or to conform them to future events or developments.  

 


